Mr. Grosskreuz – English 2 Pre-AP




Name: ______________________________

Extra Credit







Period: ______   Date: _________________
Theatrical Criticism
Directions: Use size 12, black ink, regular font (Calibri, Cambria, Georgia, or Times New Roman), double-spaced, and please proofread your work for proper grammar and syntax before submitting it.  You must obtain a signature from a faculty supervisor at the end of the evening.  They can be found in the theatre lobby after the show.  Look for the red lanyard around their neck.
First paragraph
In two to three sentences, state the who, what, where, when, and how much.
· Example: On Friday, June 7, the Long Island Theatrical Society presented the play The Good Doctor.  The play was held at the Freeport Recreation Center at 7:30 PM.  The tickets were $8.00.
Second paragraph
Write a summary of the plot.  If you are writing about a play, include the names of the playwright and the director.  If you are writing about a musical, include the names of the composer, lyricist, book writer, and director.
· Example: The Good Doctor, written by Neil Simon, was directed by Alexander Crane.  The play is a collection of funny, short scenes that are meant to make the audience laugh.  One character, “The Writer”, guides all of the action, narrating and setting up each story before it begins.  In one scene, a man makes a living by drowning himself, but he never comes back out of the water after the first time he tries it.  In another scene, a crazy woman tortures a banker into giving her money that he’s not supposed to give her because she’s desperate for money.  This was a definitely a comedy, not a tragedy or drama.
Third and fourth paragraphs
In the third paragraph, write about an actor whom you thought was impressive or unimpressive.  In the fourth paragraph, choose another actor to write about, and do the same as you did in the third paragraph.  Point out specific aspects of the actors’ performances.
· Example: Karen Jones was wonderful as the Defenseless Creature in the scene called “The Defenseless Creature.”  She used big body movements and projected her voice loudly and clearly so that none of her funny jokes were lost to the audience.  She was larger than life in this role, making everybody laugh really hard.
Fifth and sixth paragraphs
In both of these paragraphs, write about a technical aspect of the production (costumes, makeup, sets, props, lights, sound, special effects, layout, color, design, etc.) that you thought was impressive/unimpressive.  Point out specific aspects of these technical aspects that support your opinion.
· Example: The set was amazing.  The house onstage that was built for some of the scenes looked realistic, like an actual home.   It really made me feel as if I were looking into the character’s actual home.  The walls were painted red and white, and all of the furniture matched it well.
Seventh paragraph
What did this theatrical experience teach you or how did it make you feel?  Explain.  Would you or would you not recommend this show to anyone?  Explain why or why not.  Give at least three reasons why you would/would not tell someone to check it out. 
